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Image: Alfonso Parigi (il Giovane), “Tempesta commossa da Amore ne Campi Toscani,” print, 1628.

https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/nl/collectie/RP-P-OB-22.424! (public domain)

‘Art is the ingenious creator of works so witty’ that they make ‘Nature jealous’, writes Emanuele Tesauro
in his Il cannocchiale aristotelico (1654): theatrical machines that reproduce on earth the thunderstorms
"that Nature makes in the inaccessible workshop of the clouds’, as well as ‘swaying seas and fleeting
forests’ or ‘puzzling birds that are not alive and yet fly’. This conference, held in Italian and English,
explores the wit underlying the recreation of natural environments and the simulation of elemental and
vital forces in Baroque arts, engineering, and literature. These ‘Metaforiche operationi’, which ‘make
those who see believe the unbelievable’, reflected changing attitudes towards nature and artifice, varied
relationships between humans and the natural environment - contiguity, resistance, coalescence — and
they had potential and value as ways of contesting and making sense of inchoately shifting scientific,
epistemological, and artistic paradigms.
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This Conference is part of the dissemination activities of the EU-funded Research Project "ANIMATE - Animation, Materials,
Transcultural Ecologies: Performing Worlds at the Baroque Savoy Court of Christine of France."
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